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SUBJECT: MOROCCAN EMBASSY FISHING EXPEDITION ON THE SAHARA 

1. MOROCCAN MINISTER COUNSELOR CHAERKAOUI RAISED THE 
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS IN A 
CALL ON EMBASSY OFFICERS NOVEMBER 6. 

2. HE ASKED WHAT THE US POSITION WAS AT THIS TIME. AFTER 
BEING TOLD. HE SAID MOROCCO UNDERSTOOD FROM OIT MOST RECENT 
DEMARCHE IN RABAT THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS PRESSING SPAIN 
FOR BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH MOROCCO. HE STRESSED 
"BILATERAL." THE EMBASSY OFFICERS SAID THEY DID NOT BELIEVE 
THE UNITED STATES WISHED TO SPECIFY OR LIMIT THE TYPE OF 
NEGOTIATIONS OR TALKS. MOREOVER, THE UNITED STATES BELIEVED 
THE UN HAD AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY. 

3. CHAERKAOUI CLAIMED HE WAS PERPLEXED OVER THE CHANGE IN THE 
SPANISH POSITION IN THE PAST WEEK FROM BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS 
IN WHICH MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA HAD IN EFFECT BEEN OFFERED 
THE SAHARA IN RETURN FOR DEFENSE AND OTHER CONDITIONS 
ACCEPTABLE TO MOROCCO TO HARD-LINE OPPOSITION TO THE MARIF 
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UNDERSTOOD THE PRESENT SPANISH POSITION TO BE. THE EMBASSY 
OFFICERS SAID THEY UNDERSTOOD SPAIN TO BE DETERMINED TO 
RESIST THE MARCH. 

4. IN RESPONSE TO A QUERY ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE CURRENT SAHARAN SITUATION AND POSSIBLE FUTURE DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN CEUTA AND MELILLA, CHAERKAOUI SAID SPAIN HAD AT 
ONE POINT TRIED TO GET A COMMITMENT FROM MOROCCO REGARDING 
CEUTA AS PART OF A DEAL ON THE SAHRA, BUT MOROCCO HAD REFUSED 
TO LINK THE TWO. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE UN, CHAERKAOUI SAID THE UN 
SECRETARY GENERAL HAD PROPOSED JOINT ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
SAHARA WITH MOROCCO AND MAUERITANIA UNTIL A REFERENDUM WAS 
ORGANIZED. MOROCCO AGREED WITH THE FIRST PART OF THE PRO- 
POSAL, HE SAID, BUT NOT WITH THE REFERENDUM. 
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